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INTRODUCTION. 


"OWE v ER trifling and con- | | , 
temptible the following Trea- 14 | 


tiſe may appear to ſome perſons, | 
the author flatters himſelf that it will | | 
be productive of great public utility 9 
although the ſubject is but low and = 
humble. | 


Nor can it be oppoſed wholly = 
without its uſe. Tradeſmen, and all in 
| ſuch as have ware-houſes of any kind 
are ſufficiently ſenſible of the infinite 
miſchief done among their goods, by 
theſe Hated animals. The man, then, 
who ſhall point out a remedy for this, 
and that an effectual one, ſurely muſt 


B 2 deſerve 


—— —— eat — — es 6 recipe 
— Ora _— ITS — 
+ + 22 
wn 2 * k 


by INTRODUCTION. 


deſerve well of ſociety ; ** his diſ- 


covety muſt be of advantage to lo 


many. 


TAE author of this hath alſo written, 


and juſt publiſhed, a directory for tax- 
80 ing and deſtroying all kinds of vermin; 


very uſeful to the gentleman and the 


farmer, who would keep their lands 
clear from thoſe troubleſome deſtroyers. 
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H 18 vermin Was brought ori- 
ginally from Norway to Eng- 
land, in ſhips trading for timber, 
. to that country, and being of fo- 
reign extraction, they are commonly, 
though erroneouſly, called in N 
W the Hanover Rat. 5 


7 
4 * 


of 
GP 


THERE are very few buildings ei- 
ber: in town or country, that are not 
troubled and peſtered with them. Nov 

you muſt carefully obſerve what part of 1 

the buildings they frequent; examine AY 

the ſewers or ſhores, for they will find J 

© thele- way up them where there is no 
kr "N43. | oe, 
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grate, and if there is one, they will 


gnaw through a ſoft brick, and ſcratch 
the dirt out by the ſide of the ſhore into 
it, and there lie dry, which often ſtops 
up and. greatly detriments the ſhore. 
If there are any hog-ſties, where hogs 
are fattening in winter time, the Rats 


| 4 Without doors, about the buildings, will 


repair to the ſties; they are very apt to 
get under the floors, greatly to the da- 
mage of the houſes; they will Hkewiſe 
get behind the wainſcots and in ciel- 
ings, and make a noiſe that is very diſ- 
agreeable: to the family: it is neceſfary 
therefore to mind where they go in and 


out, for ſome way or other they muſt of 
neceſſity: have, as they cannot long re- 


main there without meat and water. 
In order, therefore, for the better diſco- 


an a ſame,, a ens. ſand. about, 
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and if any move, you will eaſily ſee 
which way they go, for this is an infal- 
lible method to betray all vermin; in x 
the ſame manner, if the compariſon, may o. i ; 
be allowed, as Daniel in the apocrypha A eee 
traced the footſteps of the men, women, 
and children coming in at the private 
door, by. means, of ſifting ſome aſhes, 
In the country ſometimes they will lie 
out in the fields and hedges as long as 
any corn remains upon the ground, and "i 
breed in the moſt prolific. manner, for T — i 
have known them frequently bring forth _ | þ 
twelve: young ones at one time; and I | 
once caught an old ſemale Rat, that had 
given ſuck; with ſixteen teats; and as a2 
ſtill farther proof of their fruitfulneſe, © 
have known them breed when only half 
grown; but in this caſe they have had 
only three or four young ones at a time. 
B 4 But 
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But to return; when the cold weather 
comes on, they flock in prodigious num- 
bers to the houſes and other buildings; 


they likewiſe repair to the barns and 


vheat-ricks, and ſometimes I have 
known them take to the ricks notwith- 
ſtanding they have been placed on 
ſtands, for they will jump up on the top 
of the ſtones placed as a ſafe- guard, with 


ſurpriſing agility, which it was imagin- 


ed was impoſſible for them to do, and 
get into the ricks, where they always 
make holes in the thatch. I have 
known them take to hay-ricks and get 
to the top of the thatch, and bite through 
the ſtraw, in ſearch of what little corn 
may be left in the ſame; ſo that the 


ſtacks or ricks have been obli _ to be 


3 again. 
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HaAviNG given a general deſcription 
of theſe animals, I now proceed to point 
out the methods of catching them in-the 
various places they haunt ; whether in 
the cellars, ſhores, hog-ſties, barns, ſta- | 
bles, ſlaughter-houſes, hrew-houſes, ſtill- 7. 


Houſes, or any other place, be it what S 


it will. When you have diſcovered ” 
their haunt, you muſt put a trap, here- 
after to be deſcribed, as near the place 
as poſfible; put a ſmall piece of ſtick 
acroſs under each end of the trap, near 
the ſtandard, to prevent it from falling 
down or ſtriking, and it will remain in 
the ſame poſition as ſet, and the Rats 
have free liberty to go in and out at 
pleaſure, in order to embolden them be- 
fore you ſet your traps in earneſt to 
take them: then ſcent it, by a method 
ſoon to be explained, and it will not 
b want 
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want ſcenting again for a twelvemonth ; 
for this is my conſtant rule to ſcent 
them only once a year, which will be 
ſufficient. Fake ſome chaff of any kind, 
and mix fome wheat corn with it, and 
put ſome about the bottom of the trap: 


this prevents them from any notion that 


it is a trap. If it be in a place where 


you cannot procure chaff, throw a hand- 
ful of oats, barley, or malt about the 
bottom; but chaff, mixed with ſome 
kind of corn, as before obſerved, is pre- 


ferable. You will have occaſion to do 


this only for the firſt time of ſetting the 


traps to work; for when once ſome Rats 


have been catched in them and have 


piſſed and dunged therein, they will be 
in better order for it; it is a wrong prac- 
tice, therefore, in many people to waſh 
the trap clean before they ſet it again 1 

| | on 
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on the contrary, let the dung remain in; 
for this reaſon, that the Rat will enter 
with greater confidence where he finds 
his brethren have been before him; but 
if it hinders the trap from ſtriking, or it 
is got under the bridge, then take it out. 
Now if you perceive that they come 
to four or five different places, I would 
adviſe, by all means, to put a trap at each 
place. Some people are afraid of a lit- 
tle expence, and make ſhiſt with one 
trap only, in which caſe you are obliged 
to move your trap about, Which makes 
them ſhy, and mifiing ſome of their 
companions renders them ſtill ſhyer; 
mind therefore to have a trap at each 
place, ſet them all to feed at the ſame 
time, and put a little bundle of ſtraw at 
each end, that they may go in and out 
privately; and if you cannot get any 
5 ſtraw, 
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ſtraw, ſhelter each end of the trap with | 
{ome old boards, and keep them as pri- 
vate as poſſible, for this they like, and 
it will anſwer your intent the better. 
When your traps are all ſet, as near the 
places where they run as you can, you | 
muſt feed them after the following 
manner: put ſome of the feed (the re- 
cipe to prepare which will be hereafter 
given) at their holes, ſcatter a little | 
quite up to the end of the trap and | 
fo along to the bridge within-fide, and 
there put a handful. When this is per- 
formed at each trap, you mult ſtay two | 
or three nights before you go to them, | 
and you will ſee which trap they have | 
eaten out of, perhaps from all of them, | 
or poſſibly from only one, as ſometimes } 
they are very ſhy; for I have known | 
them to eat the food prepared for them, 

: from 
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from their holes quite up to the trap, 


| for a week before they would enter in; 

ha | , 
but when once they have entered in, and 

and | 
® find they are not hurt, they will then 
wh | come freely enough. In the next place 
when you go round to take a ſurvey of 
you 3 | 
Fog your traps, take notice of thoſe they have 


eaten out of and put ſome more food in, 
but after the firſt time of feeding them, 
you need only put an handful on the 
| bridge. Make it your rule to take this 
| ſurvey in the morning, and when you 
perceive they come to feed boidly and 
freely, then is the proper time to think 
of taking them; but for two or three 
nights previous to your catching them, 
when you have given chem food in the 
morning, remember to look at the traps 
again at night; for if it be a quiet place, 
7 will feed by day-light, and where 
this 
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this happens, ſet thoſe traps going in the | 
day-time and the reſt in the evening; 
and as they are caught, take them out of 
the trap by means of a little wire cage ; | 
which is deſcribed at the end of the Rat- 
trap ſtruck [in pl. V.] afterwards put 
them into the large cage; proceed in 
this manner till bed-time, and then put ; 
id all traps again that they cannot | 
p all your traps ag y canno 

ſtrike, by means of a ſmall piece of ſtick 
Eid acroſs under the ends, as before-men- 
tioned, and put ſome more food in them, 
for two or three nights longer, till they 
are become bold; then ſet them all 
again; and this may be tranſacted 
without breaking your reſt in the leaft ; 
but in ſome, places, where they lie in 
the cielings or behind the wainſcots, 
they are not in motion till the houſe is 
ſtill, and the family gone to reſt, and 


where 
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where this happens you mult fit up later, 
and when any perſon has this book. in 
his poſſeſſion, by following the direc- 
tions therein carefully, he may eaſily get 
the better of theſe vermin. 


but BY Wurm 1 have been catching theſe | 
in W vermin at any nobleman or gentleman's 

ut WH houſe, after having been abſent for ſome 

ot time, I have been obliged to ſit up all 

k& the night, in order to keep their num- 

1- bers under: but when a perſon is in the 

5 houſe or near the premiſes, there is no | 
y neceſlity of his loſing his reſt, or attend- | | A 
I ing in ſo cloſe a manner, becauſe he 1 1 
d may take his opportunity to catch them l 
3 when he thinks proper; and on any | 
n night he fixes for that purpoſe, if any 

% buſineſs ſhould intervene that he cannot 


conveniently put his deſign into execu- 
tion, 
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tion, then let him give them a little food 
again, and they will not be balked. Be 
certain to remember this piece of ad- 
vice; for when the Rats come for their 
fupper, and you have neglected to leave 
them any, then they will be diſappoint- 
ed, and obliged to go to other places in 


ſearch of food: therefore when you have 
ſome at feed, mind to keep them there 


at the different places, to which they 
will come with the greateſt regularity, if 
not balked; ſo continue ſtill feeding 
them, never neglecting a ſingle night, 
till you have a leiſure evening; and that 
will encourage them to be bold and 
come freely. Obſerve that night that 
you ſet your traps going, to lay food that 
they cannot carry away, and put but a 
little on the bridge, and on each ſide, 
that you may be ſure of catching what 
comes 
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comes to feed; 0 if in going roatid to 
your traps two or three times, you ob- 
ſerve one of them that has not ſtruck, 
ſtrike it yourſelf; for ſometimes they 
will not go down eaſily, if they ſtand 


long, but ſet hard, then the Rats will 
eat the food out and not ſtrike the trap. 


Now as they are caught, go round and 
take them out with your ſmall cage, and 
put them into the large one: in this 
manner I have caught ſeventy-two in 
one night's time, though ſometimes in 
that trap where they fed the beſt I 
have not caught one Rat according to 


expectation. If this ſhould happen to 


you, be not in the leaſt diſcouraged ; for 


they will come again, and this diſap- 
pointment may have been occaſioned by 


their having met with ſome other ver- 
min in their way; for ſometimes a 
C weaſel, 
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weaſel, ſtoat, or polecat, will go in and 
balk your traps, as they leave a moſt in- 
tolerable ſtench behind them, very diſ- 
agrecable to the Rats; and in the courſe 
of my practice, I have caught great num- 
bers of the animals juſt before-men- 
tioned, but more particularly the polecat, 
all in the rat-traps; by which it is evi- 
dent how naturally theſe vermin will 
follow one another, when prowling in 
the night aſter their prey: but theſe 
events, which now and then happen, 
ought not, in the leaſt, to ſlacken your 
diligence ; for by care and perſeverance, 
and by following the above rules, you 
will ſoon take and deſtroy theſe terrible 
and ſubtle domeſtic enemies. 


Tres following cautions are neceſſary 
in removing them from the trap to the 
cage: When you go round in order to 

ſurvey 
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ſurvey your traps and find one down, 


take the ſmall wire cage, and put it cloſe 
to the right hand end, which is the 
handieſt method of taking them out, 
unleſs the trap ſtands in ſuch a poſition 
that you cannot command that end. 
When you have placed the cage properly, 
pull that end of the trap up next your 
right hand, juſt high enough, for the 
Rat to come out into the cage, let the 
candle ſtand down by the cage, which 
you muſt hold faſt with your hand, 
that they may not drive it away; for 


ſometimes when they ſee light, they 


will ſpring or bolt out with ſuch velocity, 


that except you hold the cage tight, and 


cloſe to the trap, they will drive it away, 
and ſo eſcape. At other times they are 
ſulky, and will not come out if they can 
help it; in this caſe you muſt make a 

ne noiſe 
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noiſe, or rattle againſt the other end 

of the trap, and they. will ſoon bolt out 

into the cage, Another piece of advice 

is here neceſſary, for when one Rat has 

come out you may poſſibly think there 

are no more in the trap and take the cage 

away; but be certain of this firſt; for I 

have had ſeven at one time in the ſame 

trap. By obſerving this rule you will 

be enabled to guard againſt any of them 

getting away after you have. been at the 
trouble of taking them. . 

I $HALL now give the reader a very 

m minute and exact deſeription of the 

Ze gamake and conſtruction of the trap, made 

_  uſeof in the foregoing inſtances, which, 

with the print annexed, will give him 

a full, perfect, and adequate idea of the 

fame, which is made in the following 

manner: Take three boards [pl. III.] 


Wo 
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two feet two inches long, let the two 
ſides ſtand on the bottom nine inches 
high, by nine inches wide in the clear; 
then take a thick bit of wood three inches 
wide, and put it in the top of the trap 
in the centre, for the upright ſtandard 
E. [pl. IV.] to go in; in the front of 
the trap at the bottom, cut a hole for 
the trigger, half an inch wide and three 
inches high BB; line the inſide of the 
hole with ſome pieces of tin about an 
inch wide, that they may not deface 
the inſide of the trap, for a Rat will 
always gnaw and ſcratch wherever he 
ſees any light; then take two pieces of / 
board to go in even or level at each end, 
and under theſe pieces take two ſhort 
pieces, fix inches high to go in eaſy, 
nailing the top down to theſe at each 
end, and then hanging the top-pieces 

G1 PE 
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FF. within an inch of the end neareſt 
the centre, they will go up and down 
together. In the centre, at the bottom of 
the trap againſt the back, take a piece of 
wood two inches long and half an inch 
thick, make a hole in the centre of it, 
then put a nail through without a head, 
nail it down to the bottom of the trap 
and let the nail ſtand up half an inch, 
in order to hang the bridge on; then 
take a piece of half inch board, five 
inches wide, and ſeven inches and a 
half long, make a hole at one end in 
the centre, and at the other end put a 
ſtrong bit of wire D, and let it come 
through the trigger hole BB, bent and 
turned up at the extremity a quarter of 
an inch, that it may hitch or faſten to 
the trigger, and over the trigger-hole 
- about half an inch, nail a little piece of 
e 
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wood C about two inches long, i in order 
to ſtop the tiller, to prevent its going 
into the trigger hole; let your ſtandard 
E, at the top of the trap, be five inches 
high, with a notch in the centre oppoſite 
the trigger-hole ; let it be half an inch 
wide and two inches down; then you 
muſt put a ſmall nail at each end, to 
both which tie a ſtring and bring them 
through the notch in the ſtandard and 
tie them both together; then cut one 
end off, and bringing the other end 
down tie it to the trigger, which is the 
ſmall piece of wood tied to the end of 
the ſtring, in order to ſet the trap, which 
muſt be ſet up about ſix or ſeven inches 
high at each end. The intent of hav- 
ing the under pieces but ſix inches high, 
is, that you be enabled to take them out 
with the greater ſafety; for when you 
1 place 
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place the ſmall wire cage at the end of 
the trap, then lift the end thereof level 
or even with the ſmall hole at the fide 
of the cage, and there will be ſufficient 
room for the Rat to go into the cage 
very eaſily. 

Havins deſcribed "i trap, 1 now 
proceed to another particular, which is, 


that you mult put it into a large box, in 


order to keep other animals from eating 
the food prepared for the Rat, and like- 


wiſe to hinder the dogs from coming 


to it; for ſometimes, when they find a 
trap where the Rats come to feed, they 


will lie by it and balk the Rats. This 
Box, therefore, is a ſafe- guard or de- 
fence for them, for when any thing diſ- 
turbs them, they will run in at the holes 
at each end of the bottom of the box to 
fave themſclves, and when the ends of 

the 
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5 


the trap are ſheltered, they will feed 


quietly; if therefore your dogs ſhould 


come and diſturb the traps, - you muſt 


balk them, and during your abſence 
mind to lock the boxes to keep any per- 
ſon from them, which has enn been 


my conſtant practice. 


Tu E box [pl. IV. fig. 2. ] is made in 
this manner: three feet long, a foot 
and half wide, and twenty inches high, 


with two ſmall holes E, one at each 
end, at the back, cloſe to the bottom of 
the box, about three inches diameter or 
ſquare as you like; then the Rats can go 
in and out without being diſturbed, and 
no other animal can take their food but 
themſelves. Let the inſide traps have a 
pound weight of ſheet lead nailed on at 
each end, which will make them ſtrike 
1 for | 


quick, and keep the end down 


have 


Dots 1 
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have known them to get out of theſe 
traps for want of ſufficient weight : and 
for the more effectually preventing them 
from getting their noſes under the end 
and lifting them up, take a ſmall piece 
of wood an inch wide, and three quar- 
ters of an inch thick, and put it acroſs 
at the bottom in the inſide at each end, 
that the end of the trap may ſtrike down 
fluſh without fide. Let this piece of 
wood be lined with tin, that they may 
not gnaw it away. Let the traps be 
made of ſtout inch fir, which is the beſt 
wood you can make uſe of; for that 
will never warp nor bend as other wood 
does; but any old packing boxes will 
do for the outſide. If they are not ex- 
actly made as I have already preſcribed, 
they will anſwer the intent, yet if you 
are obliged to make new ones, they 
may 
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may as well be made according to the 
directions before given; but if it is a 
quiet place where you. can lock the 
door, or in a barn, cr the outſide of the 
[barn at a farm-houſe, the following 
trap may be uſed with great advantage 
and efficacy, which is the common 
Whutch or box trap, which however, 
muſt be ſheltered at each end as before 
directed. This trap the reader is refer- 
red to | plate II. fig. 1.] And here I beg 


leave to give a general caution to the 


reader, which is, to follow the directions 


laid down in the preceding pages, and 
practice them by himſelf; for company 
vill balk the ſport, and when once the 
Wtraps are balked, the blame will fall upon 
f the author, who is not in the leaſt in fault; 
for he will maintain and abide by every 
Finſtruction before given to be exactly 


juſt | 


juſt and true. Remember likewiſe, 
that they are a very ſubtle vermin, for 
if they in the leaſt ſuſpect what you are 
about, you cannot catch them, for J 
would not have you imagine that any 
kind of vermin will ever enter a trap, | 
knowing it to be one; on the contrary, 
you muſt entice and encourage them, 
buy the means before laid down, which | 
will make them bold, and enable you | 
to catch them with the greateſt ſacility 
imaginable. Now when you have ſet 
all your traps to work, you will want 
to ſcent them, which muſt be perform- 
ed in this manner, take twenty drops 
of the oil of rhodium, fix or ſeven 
grains of muſk, half an ounce of the oil 
E | of annifeed, put them in a ſmall phial 
E if for uſe, and before you ſet the traps, 
ſhake them well together, then ſcent 
E your 


ti 
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vour traps as follows: Take a ſmall 


for piece of paper twiſted up, dip it in the 
are bottle and rub each end of the trap, and 
r Ti likewiſe the holes at each end of the 


box, leave the paper in each trap, and 
put two or three drops on the bridge, 
and let every trap be ſerved in this 
manner; the reaſon of mixing theſe three 


tried it with ſucceſs, for in ſome places 


ity the Rats love the ſmell of rhodium, in 
{ct others they like the ſmell of muſk, and 


again in other places they love the ſmell 


Ds them all together, that the ſcent of 
n either one or other of the above ingre- 
il dients may entice and allure them to 


the trap. Another piece of inſtruction 
is neceſſary to be given: when you firſt 
ſet your traps to work, different means 


ingredients together is that I have always 


of anniſeed: on this account I mix 


arc. 
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are to be uſed according to the different 
places you are catching at; if it is at a 
dog-kennel, put ſome ſmall pieces of 
boiled fleſh about in the trap, as well as 
the feed; if in a flaughter-houſe, put 
ſome ſmall bits of fat, or ſmall pieces 
of guts; if in a brew-houſe put ſome 
malt; if in a ſtill-houſe put ſome of the 
meal; if in a mill, the ſame; if at a 
barn, put in ſome corn as well as the 
feed, and ſo likewiſe in all other in- 
ſtances. The reaſon of this method of 
proceeding is, in whatever places your 
traps are ſet, put ſome of the ſame 
things in the trap as they have been be- 
fore uſed to; for then they have not fo 
great a notion of its being a trap: you 
muſt not uſe any of the ſcenting in the 
feed, for there is nothing they are ſo fond 
of in their food as the oil of carraways. 
Ie” be 
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The Recipe how to make the Food © 
or Feed. 

TAE a pound of good flour, three 

ounces of treacle, and fix drops of the ol 

of carraways, put them all into a bowl 


and rub them well together till it looks 
all alike; be ſure to mix it well; then 


put a pound of the crumb of bread to it; 
for they like the bread mixt with their 
feed better than the feed alone, it being 


too luſcious, for which reaſon they do 


not like it ſo well by itſelf; but that 
night on which you catch, put no bread 
to it, left they ſhould carry it away. 


THERE is a neceſſity for your having 
two wire Cages, one ſmall one, [pl. II. 
fig. 2.] uſed in going round your traps 
in order to take the vermin out to put 

them 
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them into the larger one, made in the 
manner following. 


| Tux ſmall wire cage muſt be thus 
j conſtructed ;, let it be nine inches i in 
length by nine wide, four inches and 
= a half high with a fall in it at one end 

Fg: a door at the other, the firſt to let 
them in at and the other to let them 

out into the great cage, which muſt be 

made as follows: Let it be twenty inches 

long, nine inches wide, and eight inches 

I» high, with a fall at one end to let them 
; in from the ſmall cage, and a door on 

the top to take them out at; now when 

you are catching g, ſet your great cage out 

of the way at ſome diſtance that the 

other Rats may not hear them ſqueak, 

for that will baulk your ſport and occa- 

fion them to run away. In the morn- 

ing, if you do not chuſe to drown them, 

perhaps 
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| perhaps you will want to hunt thoſe 


you have taken and know not how to 


take them out at the top of the great 


E | ö 
1 5 
4 4 4 
8 * 
mr 


9 cage; but this may be done very eaſily; 
for if you do not hurt them, they will / 
not bite you; for by ſtanding together 


If 2 
4 


in the tray, they are cowed, and have 
not the leaſt notion of biting, unleſs you 


| ' ſhould happen to ſqueeze them too hard; 
F but you may take them out one by one, 
& with your hand very ſafely. Now this 


matter is a ſecret; for we always incul- 


cate the notion that they will bite you 
terribly, unleſs you rub your hands with 
ſome. kind of ingredient or other. I 


vas once of that opinion myſelf, but am 


now better convinced: indeed when 
there are but four or five left behind in 


| the trap, they are apt to be very violent 


and outrageous, you may then take 
2 them 
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them and ſhake them out to your dog. 
There is a wide difference in the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of theſe animals; for 
ſome are ſo ſavage and untamed that 
they will ſet up their backs, looking 
very fiercely and crying out, if you do 
but look at them; but when you meet 
with one of this kind, ſhake him well 
in the cage together with the reſt, and 
obſerve when he has put his head among 
the others, then take him out by his tail 
and he will not bite you; but obſerve 
when you have firſt catched them do 
not go to handle them directly, for then 
they are ſo mad and furious that they 
will bite any thing. 

ISAHAL IL here give the reader an- 

other maxim I have often followed very 
| ſucceſsfully; if you find the holes quiet 
: and no rats to uſe them, it will then be 

| incumbent 


"THE NORWAY RAT. 35 


incumbent on you to ſtop them up in 
this manner to prevent others from en- 
tering therein; Take a pint of common 
tar, half an ounce of peatl aſhes, an 
ounce of oil of vitriol, and a good hand- 
ful of common ſalt, mix them all well 
together in any old deep pan; get ſome 
pieces of paper and put ſome of the 
above mixture very thick on the paper, 
and place enough of this into the holes 
ſufficient to ſtop them, and then Jet the 


bricklayer make good after gu; and 


if you ſhould find any of the holes 
opened again, it is certain yo had not 


put in a ſufficient quantity, then put in 


ſome more and if it is done as it ought, 
they will never approach there an7 more, 
while either ſmell or taſte remains in it; 
now by ſtopping the holes in the ſhores 
in town, where they come up, with the 
D 2 above 
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above mixture, I have kept a gentleman's 
houſe entirely clear and never have 
caught one ſingle Rat. 

No ſometimes they will get in be- 
hind the wainſcot and in the cieling, in 
* town, and not come out into the houſe, 
but remain there and become very trou- 
bleſome, and this is a very bad caſe: in 
order therefore to make them forſake 
theſe places, find out a ſmall hole or 
crack, then take a handful of common 


- : ace "i 8 
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£ ſalt and put it in at the hole or crack, 
b and pour upon the ſalt a ſpoonful or 
L o of oil of vitriol and this will make 
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ſuch a fumigation or ſmoke, that they 
cannot bear it, then ſtop the hole or 
crevice again that the ſmoke may not 
come out; do this in two or three places 
as near where you hear they are as you 


can, and it will cauſe them to forſake 
thoſe 
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thoſe places. This method is very ſafe, 
as no damage can poſſibly enſue to the 
wainſcot from the ſmoke. 

ISEHALIL now point out a method 
to kill them where you cannot ſet af 
trap for them; Take a quart of the 2 A | 
ſame food before made uſe of in taking 
them in traps, then raſp three figs of 
nux vomica, add to theſe a quarter of a 
pound of crumb of bread ; mix them all 
well together, and this will be their 
certain bane ; but firſt give them ſome 
without the nux vomica figs for two 
or three ſucceeding nights, and when 
they find it agrees with them, they will 
then eat that mixed with the fig with 
great freedom and greedineſs, . 

IAM not much a friend to poiſoning 
Rats in houſes, except in caſes of neceſ- 
ſity ; but if it muſt be done, I would by 

'D; "08 
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no means recommend the uſe of arſe- 
nie, or corroſive fublimate, which is 
too often practiſed, for then they creep 
into holes about the houſe, get between 
the cielings, and other places, and there 
die and occafion a very difagrecable 
fmelt; for as foon as they have taken 
enough of it, it is like a ſpark of fire 
in their bowels, and brings on an in- 
fatrate thirſt, and they are reſtleſs and 
uneaſy till they get at ſomething to 
drink, either water, milk, or beer, and 
then they die immediately; from this 
circumſtance it is evident what danger- 
ous confequences may ariſe, if any per- 
ſon ſhould drink any of the milk or beer 
where thefe vermin thus poiſoned, have 
been flaverivg and drinking; but fome- 
times it is a difficult matter to make 
them ſwallow enough to kill them, for 

| | the 
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the. moment they taſte the ſharp acid 
contained therein it corrodes the mouth 
and looſens the teeth, and then they will 
eat no more of it, whereas the .mixture 
of the nux vomica before recommended 
is quite different, and if even taſted by 
any perſon, no ſuch fatal effects can hap- 
pen, for there is aothing but a little bitter 
taſte that is diſagreeable; and they will 
take a quantity ſufficient to kill them 
before they know it, for it throws them 
into fits, puts them to the greateſt agony 
and they die ſoon after; and in order to 
be more certain of its effects, I have kept 
themin a cage, and gave it them to try 
the experiment. 

I concLuDe my account . Rat 
with the few following particulars, 
which I flatter myſelf will prove uſeful; 

they are often very troubleſome in com- 
N 
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ing up the ſhores, more eſpecially in 
ſtill-houſes and brew-houſes; now in 
the above inſtances or in any other 
ſhores where you Cannot conveniently 
ſet a trap, I have practiſed the ſubſequent 
| ſcheme with great ſucceſs, which al- 
though it does not deſtroy them, will 
infallibly drive them away: When you 
have catched ſome Rats and killed them, 
take ſome white arſenic finely powdered, 
put it into an old pepper box, and ſhake 
a quantity of it on the fore parts of the 
dead Rats, and put them down the 
holes or avenues by the ſides of the 
ſhores, where they come in at, which 
will put a ſtop to their coming any far- 
ther; for when they once perceive the 
arſenic, they will retire immediately, 
whereas if you was to put them down 
without the * the living Rats 

| would 
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would eat the dead ones; I have ſeen 

one Rat kill another when put into the 

large cage, and afterwards eat him; | 

and once had an old ſhe Rat, big with 

young, which the brought: Prd d W 2 

cage, and immediately eat them; for 

there is no kind of vermin whatever ſo 

ſavage as a Norway Rat; again, when 

you find they have taken to a rick of any 

ſort of corn or hay, take ſome dead 

Rats, put ſome arſenic over them, as be- 

fore obſerved, then place one in each 

bole they have made in the thatch, and 

it will make them all forſake the rick; 14 

in like manner you may ſtop ſome of 

theſe rats, ſerved as before, under the {2 

barn-floor, where the rats uſe, and it lf 
will prevent others from taking ſhelter 17 

or harbouring under them; theſe ver- 

min are likewiſe very fond of lying un- 
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der the calve-pens, where they keep 
ſnug and warm, uſe the above method 
and it will drive them away; and alfo 
in any of their burrows, if you can put 
the dead Rats, prepared as above, ſo ſafe 
that nothing can eaſily get at them, and 
by obſerving theſe rules, you will obtain 
the deſired effect. 


ee - . .. &... 
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HIS animal is the old genuine 

m1 Engliſh Houſe Rat, no other be- 
ing known in and about houſes for 
many ages in this country, and differs 
in many particulars from the Norway 
. 
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Rat, laſt deſcribed, for they do not bur- 
row and run into ſhores as the others 
do, but chiefly lie in the cielings and 
wainſcots in houſes, and in out-houſes 
they lie under the ridge-tiles and behind 
the raftors, and run along the fide plates; 


but their numbers are greatly diminiſh« 


ed to what they were formerly, not 


many of them being now left, for the 
Norway Rats always drive them out and: 


kill them wherever they can come at 
them; as a proof of which I was once 
exerciſing my employment at a gentle- 
man's houſe, and when the night came 
that I appointed to caich, I ſet all my 
traps going as uſual, and in the lower 
part of the houſe in the cellars, I caught 
the Norway Rats, but in the upper part 


of the houſe, I took nothing but the | 


black Rats; I then put them together 


into 
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into the great cage, to keep them alive 
till the morning, that the gentleman 
might ſee them, when the Norway Rats 
killed the black Rats immediately, and 
devoured them in my preſence. 
THESE vermin are not near ſo bold, 
nor will feed ſo freely as the Norway 
Rat, and when you are troubled with 
any of them you muſt obſerve where 
they uſe, which you may do very eaſily, 
for if you go into any place and look up 
at the ſide- plates you will perceive they 
will be quite black where they run 
along them and likewife along the croſs 
beams; on theſe croſs beams, place one 
of the traps you ſet for the Norway Rats, 
and put ſome of the ſame feed in them, 
but mix more bread in it than you did 
for the Norway Rat, and ſcent the trap 
in the ſame manner, and put ſome corn 
in 
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in of any ſort: ſet a trap at each place 
where they uſe and ſet them all to feed 
as you do the others for the Norway 
Rat; and when you perceive that they 
come to feed boldly, then take them; 
but this muſt be done in the night, for 


they do not move by day-light as the 


other Rats will. By this method I 
catch them alive; but I have likewiſe 
taken them on the ſide- plates and beams, 
where they run, in wires and in ſnares, 


ſo that they ſwing off the beams: they 


are not near ſo ſavage as the Norway 
Rats for they ſeldom kill any chickens 


or any thing of that kind, unleſs ex- 


tremely hungry and ſharp ſet indeed; 
but they are ſly thieves for cheeſe, ba- 
con, or any kind of eatables they can 
get at and pilfer. 


THE 
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'HESE Rats lie always by the 
- water-ſide, and feed chiefly on 
_ graſs and vegetables, eating neither fleſh 
or corn, but they will devour green 
peas when in ſeaſon, if there are any 
1 near the ditches where they 
+ lie; thefe vermin do not much miſchief 
except in making holes in banks and 
ſpoiling fences; they make kennels or 
holes by the fides of the ditches, very 
much refembling thoſe of the otter, for 
they: have one way out in the water, 
and another way out by land, in order 
to eſcape from their enemies which ever 


way purſued. The method of taking 
AN them 
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them is by ſetting little hutch traps by 
the ſide of the ditch or pond where they 
lie, with wings made with buſhes or 
raifed with mould, running  aflant from 
the trap as a guide for them to go in, 
fach as they have in warrens. Feed 
them with any thing green, ſuch as the 
hard part or ſtalk cut out ef a cabbage 

or cabbage leaves, which they will eat; 
but do not ſet your traps going till they 
feed boldly, and give them ſome leaves 
regularly as you do the other Rats, their 
proper feed; tie ſome of theſe leaves in 


the trap, then you will be a judge f 


what comes to feed, elſe one will con- 
vey away as much as ten will eat, which 
occaſions you to conclude there are a 
great many of them. You may take 
them another way, get ſome ſmall ſteel 
4 5 traps 
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traps and put them in their runs, even 
with the ſurface of the ground, and co- 
vered over very nicely with the mould. 
Theſe vermin are ſomething like the 
Norway Rat, but ſmaller, their noſes 
and tails are ſhorter, and their heads 
rounder; or what is commonly termed, 


muff- headed. 
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